Animoto Handout
Step 1: Organize your Files
· Right click on your desktop and create a folder to store your images 
· Collect your photos from any website you choose

ex: http://morguefile.com, http://pics4learning.com, http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons, http://destiny.aisd.net, etc.

· You can also add video files

· Remember to save the full photo and not the thumbnail version (small preview) of the photo

· A typical trailer has between 8-15 photos

Step 2: Choose a Style
· Log into Animoto (make sure you have an educator account-see last page of handout)
· Select create video. 
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· Choose a video style-the educator membership will give you access to most styles not marked as Pro. When you click on the style it will say create video if you can use for free or upgrade if it is not a free template. Click create video again so you are in the Animoto workstation.
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Step 3: Upload Your Photos and Add Additional Content
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· Select Add Pics & Vids

· Choose the upload button [image: image4.png]From Your Computer
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· Locate your pictures & videos (desktop~open your folder~select all files~open)
· Pictures will then appear in the middle area. Here you can rearrange them into the order that you want. If you select an individual image or images you have management options on the right:

· Spotlight-focus on that photo

· Rotate-change the photo direction

· Duplicate-make copies of an image

· Shuffle-randomly order photos

· Delete-remove and image

· All pictures must appear in the box. Pictures in the workstation below the line will not show up in the book trailer. To create a new row in the box keep adding photos and the pictures will automatically wrap.

· Animoto allows you to import from other websites or use their content. They have both images and moving video. To add a photo or video click on it one time and press add. Sometimes you have to scroll down to see the add button.
Step 4: Add Your Text
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· Select Add Text

· Type your text into the box. The first box is a larger font than the second box. Animoto limits the space in each field so you may need to use more than one text box.

· Be sure to proofread your words and content.

· If you find this too limiting you can use PowerPoint and save the slides as a .jpg. Then you would just upload the slide like a photo.

· When adding text don’t forget a citation slide for images, video, and/or music.

Step 5: Choose Your Music
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· Select a song that best represents your project. Note: music may have bad language so listen to the entire song after you mix your video. To preview the song without adding press the play icon to the left of the song. You can Google lyrics sometimes if you aren’t sure what they are saying.
· Upload your own music (ITD has purchased music for just these types of projects.  Locate it by going to http://www.aisd.net/itd ~resources~ licensed music). This music can only be accessed at school.
Step 6: Video Advanced Settings
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· Make any changes regarding the credits and title information

Step 7: Video Advanced Settings

· When you have added all necessary files the green produce video will show up
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· Videos take between 2-5 minutes to create. You may close the Internet and come back back to the project later once you see the three circles showing that the video is mixing. Animoto will also email you when the video is ready.
· If you need to edit the video after watching choose my videos~edit project~edit/create new project. Be sure to delete the video you do not want to avoid confusion. Sometimes the embed code will pick up an older version if you do not delete.

· To download your video:

· Play the video like you were going to watch it

· Select sharing [image: image9.png]Sharing



and select download. Prices vary. 
Bonus: Educator Account Information

· Create an Animoto account. This works best if you use your school email.

· Go to: http://animoto.com/education  
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 and complete the application
· Animoto will email you a pass code to use for student accounts. This may get stuck in spam so watch for it when you first sign up. 

· If your account expires you can reapply. Note: Animoto is currently reevaluating educator accounts. The status of your account currently is only free for six months and may change to paid when it expires.
Bonus: Creating Student Accounts (with full length videos)
· Go to http://animoto.com
· Click sign up

· Choose the lite (free option)

· Fill out form

· Under promo or referral code use the code provided to you from Animoto via email.

· For email use a piggy back to a gmail account. For example: If my generic gmail for my library is shacklibrary@gmail.com the student accounts would look like:  shacklibrary+1@gmail.com, shacklibrary+2@gmail.com, etc. 

Bonus: Making Title Slides with PowerPoint

1. Open PowerPoint

2. Select one of the title templates

3. Format your background

4. Add text

5. Add images or clipart if desired

6. Save

a. File~save as

b. Find your book trailer folder

c. Name file

d. Change file type to .jpg (may have to scroll up or down to see this option
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Save

f. You will get the error message below. Choose every slide. 
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g. The slides will now appear in your image folder inside a separate folder. Be sure to upload these into Animoto. You can always drag them out of that folder so all your images are in the main folder and will upload at the same time as your images.
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